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Parent School Support Committee
Meeting Minutes  

Date:  October 7, 2026	             Time:   6:30pm 
Townsview School – Resource Room 

	PSSC Members Present:

· Meaghan Gourdeau, Chair
· Carrie O’Kane, Vice Chair


Others
· Joanne Guthrie
· Karen Payne
· Paige MacQueen 
· Molly Ryder
· Lauren Juhnke
· Emily Shapiro
· Marcia Nyeste

PSSC Members Regrets:
· Abbie Tisdale 
· Jessica Kelly
  
	School/DEC Representation Present:

· Angela Ketch, Principal 
· James Cole, Vice Principal 
· Holly Jones, Vice Principal 
· Greg Reardon, Teacher Rep


School/DEC Representation Regrets:
· Candice Browse, DEC Representative 

Others (Community School Coordinator)

Home & School Representative
· 



Call to Order – Chair
· Election of Officers (Chair & Vice Chair)
→ Meaghan Gourdeau remains as chair. Carrie O’Kane remains as Vice Chair/Secretary

Approval of the Agenda:
· Moved by Marcia Nyeste		Seconded by  Lauren Juhnke
To accept the October 7, 2026 meeting agenda (as presented) (as amended)
All in Favor
Motion Carried 

Approval of the Minutes from Previous Meeting:
· To accept the June 3, 2026  PSSC Meeting Minutes (as presented) (as amended)
· Moved by Joanne Guthrie		Seconded by  Molly Ryder



Business Arising from the Minutes:
· None at this time.

New Business:
· PSSC Orientation Documents 
· Declaration Member Statements were igned
· We reviewed the PSSC Handbook and PSSC Education Act 
· Meeting Dates 
Wednesday, October 7, 2026 @ 6:30pm 
                                           Wednesday, December 2, 2026 @ 6:30pm 
Wednesday, February 3, 2027 @ 6:30pm
Wednesday, April 7, 2027 @ 6:30pm 
Wednesday, June 2, 2026 @ 6:00pm 

· PSSC is here to provide advice and/or feedback
School policies (our handbook) 
Partnerships within the community 
Engaging with parents in the community
Plan for school improvement
School Plan (combination of SIP / PLWE)
Communicates with the DEC – via Candice Browse 
· PSSC does not get involved in  
Teacher and staff issues 
Student behavior or academic issues 
Day to day operations of the school 
Fundraising initiatives

· Information to pass onto the DEC:
· We discussed school lunches. Teachers are taking orders in the morning for cash only items. This is time consuming, however there are no line ups for hot lunch anymore and students have more time to eat.  Chartwells places food on the table for the online and cash items. 
· Many emails have been sent to families on how to order and information about subsidized meals. Only 20 families are using free subsidized meals. 
· Since families need to order by 8am the previous day, it has made ordering more difficult. You really need to be organized ahead of time. Families forget about the deadline. Students are still coming with no food as the parents either forgot to order or ordered on the wrong day which leaves the school to pay for cash menu items.
· Families find the system confusing and believe the province needs to look at other models.
· Students’ portions are very small. They are still hungry, not enough to fill their bellies.
· Weird food combinations such as penne and a side of peas, pizza with roasted potatoes. They are not children friendly meals.
· The school has seen a massive decline in students ordering from the cafeteria. 
· 
· PSSC Budget 
· $1,500.00 has gone towards paper. Approved by Lauren Juhnke and seconded by Joanne Guthrie.

· Home & School Update
· They will serve snow cones to the students on October 30th.
· They made beautiful outdoor benches that are loved by many.
· They are organizing a chocolate bar bingo to get families in the school.
· They are supporting two middle school dances.
· They will be doing a wreath raffle.
· The school has applied for a grant to get an outdoor inclusive swing. We ask if the Home and School can help raise money.
· Angela would like to put a set of swings in the upper playground. She has already talked to district about it. It will be a huge cost. Emily said there are provincial grants we could apply for.
· The school has partnered up with NBCC. They are building a gaga pit, light sensory table for our sensory room, and building staging for our drama club. Angela has also asked them to build a gazebo since there is no shelter from the sun when students are outside and it would be a great space for outdoor learning.
· The school is in need of body wash, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant for our students. More and more students are coming to school in need of hygiene care. We are seeking support in buying hygiene kits for students in need. Marcia will reach out to a rep for toothbrushes and toothpaste.
· 
· 

· School Plan – James Cole  
· James reviewed the two goals. Goal number one is a literacy goal. Supporting students through daily intervention.  Goal number two is a math goal.

· James reviewed Provincial Assessment Results. The pattern shows that we have note made any gains in math. Therefor we added a math goal. This year we will collect baseline data focused only on numeracy.  Our target is 75% success. Each teacher does a check-in at each term.

· PBIS (Positive Behaviour Intervention and Support) – Angela 
· PBIS is a structured approach that helps schools create positive, predictable, and safe learning environments. It emphasizes prevention over punishment, using data and evidence‑based practices to support all students.
· We have a PBIS committee, student recognition called Thunder Claws, Student and staff shout outs. Working on a pep rally and we have a mascot. 

· School Update 

· We have been practicing fire drills, secure & hold and school lock down procedures
· We will be practicing Alt Site - Woodstock Baptist Church
· Morning Breakfast program is a huge success. Students love it. It is a social time. 
· Weekly backpack program is costing the school a lot of money. We no longer can send weekly backpacks. We will only do it every other week. 
· Middle school classes are doing Culinary. They love it.

· Extra-Curricular Activities  
· Cross Country Running (Grades 3-5)
· Cross Country Running (Grades 6-8)
· Soccer 

·   Fundraiser  -     We will be doing a 50/50 Draw. We are trying something different this year. $20 per ticket. Draw date is December 1st. We can do Java Moose if needing to do another fundraiser.

· Here are all the different ways that school communicate. 
· School Handbook 
· School Website updated by Holly Jones with Atheltics calendar
· School Based email – monitored by Holly Jones 
· Home & School Facebook Page – Karen Payne 
· School Messenger
· Weekly Newsletters from teachers
· Thunder Express 


·  School Events
· Pre-K Registration has started. 
· Grade 7 Immunization (HPV & dTap) on Nov. 4th  
· Swimming for grades 2 – 5. It cost a lot of money but it is a life saving skills.
· Halloween – Costumes on Oct. 20th but no mask.
· We will have two Middle School Dance  
· Holiday Concert – Dec. 15th (K-2 @8:45 & 3-5 @11)
· Capture Therapeutics hosted a golf event. They raised $10 000 for our PE program. The students are loving the new equipment.

                     


Correspondence:

None

Closing Comments:
· NONE 

Date of Next Meeting:
· Wednesday, December 2, 2026

Adjournment:
· Moved by Paige MacQueen and seconded by Emily Shapiro to adjourn the October 7, 2026 Townsview PSSC Meeting.


Meaghan Gourdeau                                          Oct. 17 2026
____________________			____________________
PSSC Chair				               Date


____________________			______________________
PSSC Secretary			                	  Date
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